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Legionella is a fastidious Gram-negative pathogen,
responsible for Legionnaires' disease (LD), an often
severe and potentially fatal form of pneumonia. The
typing of Legionella strains is of great importance in
investigations of LD outbreaks and sporadic cases. L.
pneumophila is the species most frequently responsible
for disease, and the serogroup 1 is that more often
isolated from clinical samples. Isolates of L.
pneumophila serogroup 1 can be rapidly sub-grouped
with monoclonal antibody panels based on the
international monoclonal antibody   subgrouping panel
(Dresden panel). However, this method has poor
discriminatory power. A sequence-based typing
method, which discriminates L. pneumophila into more
than 2000 types, has now become the international
standard, with its associated online database. Recently,
whole-genome typing and core-genome typing have
been developed to better characterize the genomes
involved in epidemic events. Several studies have
demonstrated that whole-genome sequencing has the
potential to become the ultimate Legionella typing
method.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are cordially invited to submit research articles,
short communications, comprehensive reviews, case
reports or interesting images for consideration and
publication in Diagnostics (ISSN 2075-4418).
Diagnostics is published in open access format –
research articles, reviews and other contents are
released on the Internet immediately after acceptance.
The scientific community and the general public have
unlimited and free access to the content as soon as it is
published. We would be pleased to welcome you as one
of our authors.
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Journal Rank:
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 21.6 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.7
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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