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Message from the Guest Editor
The major cause of cancer mortality is metastasis;
however, the mechanisms of clinical metastasis remain
poorly understood. Because tumor cell dissemination
mostly occurs through the blood, deciphering
biomarkers, properties and characteristics of circulating
tumor cells (CTCs) are of fundamental relevance to
develop and implement novel drug therapies in
oncology. CTCs can act as “liquid biopsy” to diagnose
and monitor cancer in patients in “real time”. They
represent clinically useful tools to better reflect cancer
progression, nascent metastatic disease, and therapy
efficacy in the patient. The objective of this Special Issue
is to publish latest findings of CTC research.
Contributions outlining CTC discoveries in biological and
clinical settings, CTC theoretical and pre-clinical
models, CTC technologies and methods for their
detection, and clinical findings applying CTC concepts,
are welcome. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are cordially invited to submit research articles,
short communications, comprehensive reviews, case
reports or interesting images for consideration and
publication in Diagnostics (ISSN 2075-4418).
Diagnostics is published in open access format –
research articles, reviews and other contents are
released on the Internet immediately after acceptance.
The scientific community and the general public have
unlimited and free access to the content as soon as it is
published. We would be pleased to welcome you as one
of our authors.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 20.3 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
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