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Autoimmune rheumatic diseases (ARDs) represent a
group of distinct disorders that primarily affect the joints,
bones, muscle, and connective tissue with similar
clinical, laboratory, and immunological manifestations.
They are characterized by abnormal immune response
to normal cells and tissues, locally or systemically, with
overall prevalence in the general population of 3-5%.
Symptoms can often be non-specific and overlapping in
the early phase of the disease, and therefore early
diagnosis is crucial for the timely start of the therapy and
more favorable clinical outcomes. Progress has been
made in therapy with the introduction of new biological
molecules like interleukin 17 (IL-17) and 23 (IL-23)
inhibitors, and with small target molecules like Janus
kinase (JAK) inhibitors. Imaging also has a fundamental
role in the diagnosis, monitoring and prognosis of ARDs;
this is especially true of ultrasound, which is now
incorporated in many clinical classifications, as well as
MRI, which also has a promising role in interventional
imaging. This Special Issue will cover all aspects of
advances in imaging techniques and treatment options
for ARDs.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

You are cordially invited to submit research articles,
short communications, comprehensive reviews, case
reports or interesting images for consideration and
publication in Diagnostics (ISSN 2075-4418).
Diagnostics is published in open access format -
research articles, reviews and other contents are
released on the Internet immediately after acceptance.
The scientific community and the general public have
unlimited and free access to the content as soon as it is
published. We would be pleased to welcome you as one
of our authors.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,

PMC, Embase, Inspec, CAPIlus / SciFinder, and other
databases.

Journal Rank:

JCR - Q1 (Medicine, General and Internal) / CiteScore - Q2
(Internal Medicine)

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 21 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.6
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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