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Functional thin films are of great interest due to their
exploitation in many advanced areas: energy storage
and conversion, machinery manufacturing,
environmental protection, healthcare, sensors and
actuators, modern electronics, photonics, wearable
electronics, etc. In particular, as a new type of high-tech
material with high development and utilization rate,
crystal thin films have important research and
application value. This Special Issue aims to present a
collection of articles describing recent advances in
crystalline functional thin film manufacturing technology.
We are particularly interested in papers focused on
surfaces, coatings, and freestanding architectures with
specific surface functionalities. The content
encompasses materials growth and structure;
fundamentals of operation; design of novel materials;
production, processing, and integration into products
and devices; and characterization of advanced
functionality and sustainable development for a range of
applications.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Welcome to Crystals, the journal dedicated to the
fascinating world of crystallographic research!
Crystals are more than mere decorative elements; they
hold the key to understanding the fundamental structure
of matter. Our mission is to explore the crucial
significance of this research across various fields. From
medicine to technology, chemistry to geology, crystals
play a vital role. Their structure provides insights into
new advanced materials, innovative drugs, and
groundbreaking technologies. Through Crystals, we
delve into the microscopic world to discover solutions
that will shape the future. Join us on a journey through
the Crystals, where science merges with beauty and
innovation.
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