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Thromboembolic events in children have dramatically
increased in the last decade and have become a major
challenging problem in tertiary care settings. These
thromboembolic events occur as secondary
complications of improved treatment strategies for
formal lethal underlying disorders in very young children,
the most common risk factor being indwelling central
venous or arterial catheters. Thromboembolic events
also occur in older children with trauma, surgery,
infections, malignancy, intake of oral contraceptives,
immobilization, and in the presence of antiphospholipid
antibodies or inherited thrombophilia. The epidemiology
and pathophysiology of thromboembolic events as well
as the hemostatic system in children differ substantially
from those in adults. These differences make the
application of strategies for the diagnostics,
prophylactics, and treatment of thromboembolic events
from adults to children not only inappropriate but also
dangerous. For this reason, basic and clinical research
in children is mandatory in order to advance knowledge
of and ultimately to provide optimal, evidence-based
care for pediatric thrombosis.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are invited to contribute a research article or
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Children (ISSN 2227-9067). Children is an open
access journal—research articles, reviews, and other
content are published online immediately after
acceptance. The scientific community and the general
public have unlimited free access to the content as soon
as it is published. The journal focuses on sharing clinical,
epidemiological, and translational science relevant to
children’s health. We would be pleased to welcome you
as one of our authors.
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