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Endocrine glands are essential for the regulation of
intrauterine homeostasis, the appropriate maturation
and differentiation of fetal organs, and correct growth
during postnatal life. Indeed, hormones have complex
functions and they play subtle roles in regulating the
development of the cardiovascular, endocrine,
digestive, muscle-skeletal, and nervous systems.
Furthermore, abnormal functioning of the endocrine
glands during the pediatric age may lead to disrupted
development and abnormal growth. Indeed, during a
child’s development, from birth to adolescence, genetic,
epigenetic, and environmental factors can influence the
correct functioning of the endocrine system. These
stressful factors can determine the onset of problems
related to the homeostasis of the organism. The recent
scientific literature on newborns, children, and
adolescents has disclosed anomalous clinical
outcomes that evidence several dysfunctions of the
endocrine glands. However, the benefits of hormone
replacement therapy or other treatments remain
controversial.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are invited to contribute a research article or
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Children (ISSN 2227-9067). Children is an open
access journal—research articles, reviews, and other
content are published online immediately after
acceptance. The scientific community and the general
public have unlimited free access to the content as soon
as it is published. The journal focuses on sharing clinical,
epidemiological, and translational science relevant to
children’s health. We would be pleased to welcome you
as one of our authors.
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