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Despite decades of research, necrotizing enterocolitis
(NEC) continues to be a devastating illness, particularly
in extremely preterm infants. Our inability to prevent
preterm birth, the single most important risk factor for
the illness, means that the elimination of NEC will
continue to be a difficult task. Furthermore, the poorly
understood pathogenesis of NEC has made it difficult to
develop effective strategies for the treatment of
established disease. Considering the significant
mortality, morbidity, including long-term
neurodevelopmental impairment, and suffering that it
causes, NEC has been a research priority for
decades. Many well-known experts in this field have
come together to share their expertise in this Special
Issue of Children dedicated to NEC, known as a disease
with no cure. Their contributions are expected to guide
research and clinical practice in the prevention,
diagnosis, and management of NEC in preterm infants.

Guest Editors

Dr. Chandra Prakash Rath
1. Neonatology, Canberra Hospital, Canberra, ACT 2605, Australia
2. School of Medicine, University of Western Australia, Perth, WA 6009,
Australia
Prof. Dr. Sanjay Patole
1. Neonatal Directorate, KEM Hospital for Women, Perth, WA 6008,
Australia
2. School of Medicine, University of Western Australia, Perth, WA 6009,
Australia

Deadline for manuscript submissions
15 October 2026

Children

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.1
CiteScore 3.8
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/si/243949
Children
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
children@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
children

https://www.mdpi.com/si/243949
https://mdpi.com/journal/children


Children

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.1
CiteScore 3.8
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/journal/
children

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are invited to contribute a research article or
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Children (ISSN 2227-9067). Children is an open
access journal—research articles, reviews, and other
content are published online immediately after
acceptance. The scientific community and the general
public have unlimited free access to the content as soon
as it is published. The journal focuses on sharing clinical,
epidemiological, and translational science relevant to
children’s health. We would be pleased to welcome you
as one of our authors.
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