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Late-preterm (born between 340/7 and 366/7 weeks of
gestation) and early-term (370/7-386/7) infants are the
fastest-growing subgroups of neonates. In Western
countries, late-preterm and early-term birth rates range
from 3% to 6% and from 15% to 30%, respectively, and
over the past decade, they have increased by around
10%. Late-preterm infants generally appear to be
relatively mature and healthy; however, emerging
evidence identifies them as being at a significant risk of
several neonatal morbidities. Recent research shows
that early-term newborns, who usually look like full-term
infants, are more likely to experience adverse neonatal
outcomes than those born after 39 weeks. As the of this
Special Issue, ‘Late-Preterm and Early-Term Newborns:
Risk Factors, Outcomes and New Challenges’, I cordially
invite you to submit reviews, research articles, or case
reports, which will undoubtedly broaden our knowledge
on health challenges posed by late-preterm and early-
term infants.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are invited to contribute a research article or
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Children (ISSN 2227-9067). Children is an open
access journal—research articles, reviews, and other
content are published online immediately after
acceptance. The scientific community and the general
public have unlimited free access to the content as soon
as it is published. The journal focuses on sharing clinical,
epidemiological, and translational science relevant to
children’s health. We would be pleased to welcome you
as one of our authors.
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