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Neurodevelopmental disorders (NDDs) comprise a
group of complex and heterogeneous disorders that
affect the growth and development of the brain and are
often associated with impairments in cognitive and

motor functions, communication, and adaptive behavior.

NDDs are a public health challenge not only because of
the complexity and heterogeneity of the etiology along
with their high prevalence, but also because they show a
high comorbidity with other neuropsychiatric conditions.
Indeed, the co-existence of other disorders—including
obsessive-compulsive and related disorders, attention-
deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), autism spectrum
disorder, and pediatric autoimmune neuropsychiatric
disorders associated with streptococcal infections
(PANDAS,) or pediatric acute-onset neuropsychiatric
syndrome (PANS)—and sharing of symptoms across
disorders (sometimes referred to as comorbidity) is the
rule rather than the exception in child psychiatry.
Inadequate knowledge of their clinical presentation can
lead to a misdiagnosis and, therefore, an inappropriate
treatment approach.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

You are invited to contribute a research article or
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Children (ISSN 2227-9067). Childrenis an open
access journal—research articles, reviews, and other
content are published online immediately after
acceptance. The scientific community and the general
public have unlimited free access to the content as soon
as it is published. The journal focuses on sharing clinical,
epidemiological, and translational science relevant to
children’s health. We would be pleased to welcome you
as one of our authors.
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