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Access to dental care for prevention and treatment is
crucial to ensure optimal oral health. Dental care has
recently been identified as the most prevalent unmet
health need among children in the United States. The
disparity in oral health among children and adolescents
is a pressing concern, highlighting inequities in access
to dental care and meeting specific oral health needs.
Financial barriers constitute a significant deterrent to
obtaining dental care, especially for children who reside
in low-income households. Children from low-income
and minority families have poorer oral health outcomes,
fewer dental visits, and fewer protective sealants. 

The goal of this Special Issue is to raise awareness and
highlight the current issues surrounding oral health
determinants and disparities in children and
adolescents. We invite manuscripts that
comprehensively describe the prevailing understanding
of oral health determinants and disparities in youth and
focus attention on addressing the oral health statuses of
children and their access to care.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are invited to contribute a research article or
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Children (ISSN 2227-9067). Children is an open
access journal—research articles, reviews, and other
content are published online immediately after
acceptance. The scientific community and the general
public have unlimited free access to the content as soon
as it is published. The journal focuses on sharing clinical,
epidemiological, and translational science relevant to
children’s health. We would be pleased to welcome you
as one of our authors.
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