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Adipose tissue has two types—white and brown. The
adipocytes in these two types exhibit different a
morphology and functions. While the white adipose
tissue is the major site to store the lipids and secret
adipokines/hormones, the brown adipose tissue is
responsible for lipid burning and thermogenesis. During
the development of obesity, adipose tissue loses its
proper functions. Under the dysfunctional condition,
fatty acids, together with other pathological factors, may
cause cell stress, local hypoxia, and inflammation, which
eventually lead to systemic insulin resistance, the
hallmark of type-2 diabetes. The primary focus of the
Special Issue will be focused on a new understanding of
adipose tissue biology/pathology, and its central role in
the interplay with other tissues and organs. As such, the
research articles and/or reviews will explore the
mechanisms governing adipose tissue remodelling
during obesity, and a potential link between
dysfunctional adipose tissue and whole-body metabolic
disorders. Findings here will therefore provide novel
insights into the signalling pathways that potentially
serve as targets to treat obesity and the related
metabolic diseases.

Guest Editor
Prof. Kai Sun
Center for Metabolic and Degenerative Diseases, Brown Foundation
Institute of Molecular Medicine for the Prevention of Human Diseases,
University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston, Houston, TX
77030, USA

Deadline for manuscript submissions
closed (31 January 2020)

Cells

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 5.2
CiteScore 10.5
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/si/30654
Cells
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
cells@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
cells

https://www.mdpi.com/si/30654
https://mdpi.com/journal/cells


Cells

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 5.2
CiteScore 10.5
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/journal/
cells

About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Cells has become a solid international scientific journal
that is now indexed on SCIE and in other databases. We
have successfully introduced a special issues format so
that these issues serve as mini-forums in specific areas
of cell science. Cells encourages researchers to
suggest new special issues, serve as special issues
editors, and volunteer to be reviewers. Our main focus
will remain on cell anatomy and physiology, the structure
and function of organelles, cell adhesion and motility,
and the regulation of intracellular signaling, growth,
differentiation, and aging. We are open to both original
research papers and reviews.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
MEDLINE, PMC, CAPlus / SciFinder, and other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Cell Biology) / CiteScore - Q1 (General
Biochemistry, Genetics and Molecular Biology)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.7
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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