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The interest in the primary cilia has drastically increased
since it was first described in 1898. The number of
diseases where the primary cilia seem to play an
important role is constantly increasing. Primary cilia are
non-motile antenna-like structures present in a single
copy on the surface of most growth-arrested
mammalian cells, including stem cells, neurons, and
astrocytes. The primary cilium coordinates a series of
signal transduction pathways, including Hedgehog,
PDGFRalpha, WNT, mTOR, and integrin signaling.
Defects in the primary cilium have been associated with
a large number of phenotypes, including developmental
defects, kidney diseases, cancer, tuberous sclerosis,
Bardet–Biedl syndrome, obesity, and diabetes. However,
much remains to be carried out before we have a full
understanding of the function of this organelle.
Increased knowledge could lead to the identification of
new drug targets. The aim of this Special Issue is to
focus on new insights into the role of the primary cilium
with relevance to human disease.

Guest Editor
Dr. Lisbeth Birk Møller
Applied Human Genetics, Kennedy Center, Department of Clinical
Genetics, Copenhagen University, Rigshospitalet, Glostrup, Denmark

Deadline for manuscript submissions
31 October 2025

Cells

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 5.2
CiteScore 10.5
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/si/208635
Cells
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
cells@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
cells

https://www.mdpi.com/si/208635
https://mdpi.com/journal/cells


Cells

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 5.2
CiteScore 10.5
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/journal/
cells

About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Cells has become a solid international scientific journal
that is now indexed on SCIE and in other databases. We
have successfully introduced a special issues format so
that these issues serve as mini-forums in specific areas
of cell science. Cells encourages researchers to
suggest new special issues, serve as special issues
editors, and volunteer to be reviewers. Our main focus
will remain on cell anatomy and physiology, the structure
and function of organelles, cell adhesion and motility,
and the regulation of intracellular signaling, growth,
differentiation, and aging. We are open to both original
research papers and reviews.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
MEDLINE, PMC, CAPlus / SciFinder, and other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Cell Biology) / CiteScore - Q1 (General
Biochemistry, Genetics and Molecular Biology)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.7
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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