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Thirty years ago, Shigetada Nakanishi group at Kyoto
University identified the molecular structure of
metabotropic glutamate (mGlu) receptors by cloning the
first of this receptor family (mGlu1), which followed the
discovery, a lustrum before, that glutamate could
activate receptors coupled to G proteins, a finding made
independently by the group of Joel Bockaert in
Montpellier and the one of Erminio Costa in
Washington.  A lot of pharmacological agents
modulating the activity of mGlu receptors have also
been developed. Several clinical studies have further
explored the efficacy of drugs acting on mGlu receptors
as disease modifiers. And also have bolstered the
relevance that mGlu receptors play in physiological
processes and their potential as druggable candidates
to cure diseases.

In this Special Issue, we invite you to improve our
current knowledge of mGlu receptors by contributing
original research articles on any aspect of their
expression, function, and regulation in both health and
disease. Stimulating reviews that critically appraise or
provide new interpretations of the extant literature are
also highly welcomed.

Guest Editors

Prof. Dr. Francesco Ferraguti
Institute of Pharmacology, Medical University of Innsbruck, 6020
Innsbruck, Austria
Dr. Ferdinando Nicoletti
Department of Physiology and Pharmacology, University Sapienza,
Piazzale Aldo Moro, 5, 00185 Rome, Italy

Deadline for manuscript submissions
closed (31 January 2023)

Cells

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 5.2
CiteScore 10.5
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/si/97455
Cells
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
cells@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
cells

https://www.mdpi.com/si/97455
https://mdpi.com/journal/cells


Cells

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 5.2
CiteScore 10.5
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/journal/
cells

About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Cells has become a solid international scientific journal
that is now indexed on SCIE and in other databases. We
have successfully introduced a special issues format so
that these issues serve as mini-forums in specific areas
of cell science. Cells encourages researchers to
suggest new special issues, serve as special issues
editors, and volunteer to be reviewers. Our main focus
will remain on cell anatomy and physiology, the structure
and function of organelles, cell adhesion and motility,
and the regulation of intracellular signaling, growth,
differentiation, and aging. We are open to both original
research papers and reviews.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
MEDLINE, PMC, CAPlus / SciFinder, and other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Cell Biology) / CiteScore - Q1 (General
Biochemistry, Genetics and Molecular Biology)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 15.5 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.8
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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