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Autoimmune diseases are caused by the breakage of
self-tolerance and the appearance of pathogenic
antibodies against normal tissue proteins. These
autoantibodies may have a direct, damaging effect on
their target tissues, or the autoantibodies may stimulate
and activate receptor molecules and induce aberrant
downstream effects. Autoimmune diseases target
various tissues, such as the epidermis, thyroid,
neuromuscular junction, myelinated nerves or the
pancreas.   

The purpose of this Special Issue is to provide an
overview of the molecular mechanisms of human
autoimmune diseases and their therapies. We especially
welcome manuscripts addressing novel molecular
mechanisms of treatments for autoimmune diseases, as
well as the characterization of autoantibody effects on
their target cells and cellular responses induced by
autoantibodies, including signaling. We encourage
submission of review articles and original research
papers of any length. Our aim is to provide a
comprehensive update on autoimmune diseases, their
pathomechanisms and therapy options. 
Prof.  

Guest Editors
Prof. Dr. Ritva Tikkanen
Institute of Biochemistry, Medical Faculty, Justus-Liebig University of
Giessen, Friedrichstrasse 24, D-35392 Giessen, Germany

Dr. Claudia Bürger
School of Basic Pharmaceutical and Toxicological Sciences, College of
Pharmacy, University of Louisiana at Monroe, 1800 Bienville Drive,
Monroe, LA 71201, USA

Deadline for manuscript submissions
closed (30 November 2022)

Cells

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 5.2
CiteScore 10.5
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/si/102931
Cells
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
cells@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
cells

https://www.mdpi.com/si/102931
https://mdpi.com/journal/cells


Cells

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 5.2
CiteScore 10.5
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/journal/
cells

About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Cells has become a solid international scientific journal
that is now indexed on SCIE and in other databases. We
have successfully introduced a special issues format so
that these issues serve as mini-forums in specific areas
of cell science. Cells encourages researchers to
suggest new special issues, serve as special issues
editors, and volunteer to be reviewers. Our main focus
will remain on cell anatomy and physiology, the structure
and function of organelles, cell adhesion and motility,
and the regulation of intracellular signaling, growth,
differentiation, and aging. We are open to both original
research papers and reviews.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
MEDLINE, PMC, CAPlus / SciFinder, and other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Cell Biology) / CiteScore - Q1 (General
Biochemistry, Genetics and Molecular Biology)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.7
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).

https://mdpi.com/journal/cells

