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Message from the Guest Editors
Receptor tyrosine kinases (RTKs) are essential in cellular
communication and biological processes. Among the
family of RTK genes, the last to be discovered were the
receptors of the TAM group (an acronym for Tyro3, Axl
and MerTK), three proteins sharing the same molecular
architecture. These had a series of interesting
characteristics that contrasted with other families of
RTKs. Although initially their function was not clearly
defined, they now appear as essential components in
the modulation of the immune response and the
recovery of damaged tissues including lung, liver, heart
and brain. In addition, they appear to play an important
role in cancer, where they are frequently overexpressed,
associated with a worse prognosis and with resistance
to chemotherapy, making them interesting targets in
this disease. In this Special Issue, we want to offer a
sample of recent studies on the function of these
proteins and a series of reviews that provide an up-to-
date summary of the knowledge we have about this
fascinating system. 

Guest Editors

Dr. Pablo García De Frutos
1. Department of Cell Death and Proliferation, Institute of Biomedical
Research of Barcelona (IIBB-CSIC), Barcelona, Spain
2. Institut d’Investigacions Biomèdiques August Pi i Sunyer (IDIBAPS),
Roselló 161 6p, 08036 Barcelona, Spain
Dr. Sassan Hafizi
School of Pharmacy and Biomedical Sciences, University of
Portsmouth, St. Michael's Building, White Swan Road, Portsmouth PO1
2DT, UK

Deadline for manuscript submissions
closed (31 December 2023)

Cells

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 5.2
CiteScore 10.5
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/si/138991
Cells
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
cells@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
cells

https://www.mdpi.com/si/138991
https://mdpi.com/journal/cells


Cells

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 5.2
CiteScore 10.5
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/journal/
cells

About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Cells has become a solid international scientific journal
that is now indexed on SCIE and in other databases. We
have successfully introduced a special issues format so
that these issues serve as mini-forums in specific areas
of cell science. Cells encourages researchers to
suggest new special issues, serve as special issues
editors, and volunteer to be reviewers. Our main focus
will remain on cell anatomy and physiology, the structure
and function of organelles, cell adhesion and motility,
and the regulation of intracellular signaling, growth,
differentiation, and aging. We are open to both original
research papers and reviews.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
MEDLINE, PMC, CAPlus / SciFinder, and other databases.

Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Cell Biology) / CiteScore - Q1 (General
Biochemistry, Genetics and Molecular Biology)

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 15.5 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.8
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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