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Dear colleagues, L- and D-lactate both derive from the
triose phosphate intermediates of glycolysis. Since the
rate of glycolysis increases in tumors, both L- and D-
lactate formation could be considered a hallmark of
increased glucose consumption in cancer. Even if far
less is known about D-lactate than L-isomer, especially
in cancer, the importance of both L- and D-lactate
formation, transport, and metabolic fate clearly emerges
from earlier and recent discoveries. This Special Issue
focuses on the study of lactate isomers, from their
production to their transport and oxidation, both in
normal and cancer cells, stressing the role of these
compounds in cell metabolism, signaling, as well as in
cell interactions within the tumor. Studies exploring the
involvement of mitochondria in these processes are
also welcome. We firmly believe that the present Special
Issue, by bringing together all the achievements on
lactate biochemistry, will represent an important
overview on this complex topic and highlight the missing
tiles from a mosaic that promises to indicate novel
therapeutic perspectives for the cure of cancer patients.
We look forward to receiving your contributions.  
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Cancers (ISSN 2072-6694) is an international, online
journal addressing both clinical and basic science
issues related to cancer research. The journal will
continue its open access format, which will certainly
evolve to ensure that the journal takes full advantage of
the rapidly changing world of information and knowledge
dissemination. It publishes high-quality clinical,
translational, and basic science research on cancer
prevention, initiation, progression, and treatment, as
well as other related topics, particularly to capture the
most seminal studies in the rapidly growing area of
immunology, immunotherapy, and tumor
microenvironment.
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