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From the early steps of carcinogenesis up to the late
stages of advanced malignancy, tumors undergo
genetic and epigenetic changes that shape the natural
history of the disease and dramatically affect therapy
responses. Many cancers are initiated from a single cell
affected by a combination of mutations that are
sufficient and enough to drive continuous mitotic
growth. However, due to chronic replication stress and
inherent insufficiencies of DNA damage responses, the
descendants of cancer progenitor cells tend to
stochastically accumulate additional genetic and
epigenetic alterations that are randomly dispersed
between co-dividing cell populations. These reiterative
genomic insults generate intratumor genetic
heterogeneity, allowing the emergence of multiple
subclones that are subjected to selection and
adaptation. This Special Issue of Cancers is dedicated
to presenting advances in our understanding of
intratumor natural selection through comprehensive
reviews and original research articles on cancer clonal
evolution written by experts in the field. For further
reading, please visit the Special Issue website.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Cancersis an international online journal addressing
both clinical and basic science issues related to cancer
research. The journal is publishing in Open Access
format, which will certainly evolve to ensure that the
journal takes full advantage of the rapidly changing
world of information and knowledge dissemination. It
publishes high-quality clinical, translational, and basic
science research on cancer prevention, initiation,
progression, and treatment, as well as other related
topics, particularly to capture the most seminal studies
in the rapidly growing area of immunology,
immunotherapy, and tumor microenvironment.
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