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Gastrointestinal malignancies pose a major health
burden worldwide. They have a relevant mortality and
sustained effects on the health and well-being of
patients. Treatment is usually multimodal, comprising
surgery, radiotherapy, cytotoxic therapy, and targeted
therapy and immunotherapy. Tumor stage, molecular
tumor characteristics (tumor phenotype), and patient
characteristics (host phenotype) are heterogenous and
can change over time, which requires treatments to be
increasingly personalized. Moreover, not only do
"traditional" outcomes such as tumor response and
survival need to be assessed, but also more directly
patient-relevant outcomes too, such as functional
status, quality of life, and satisfaction with treatment,
which can be comprehensively summarized as patient-
reported outcome measures and patient-reported
experience measures. For this Special Issue of Cancers,
I invite you to submit up-to-date original research,
including meta-analyses reporting on the treatment of
gastrointestinal malignancies as well as methodological
contributions addressing the design and conduct of
studies in the field.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Cancers (ISSN 2072-6694) is an international, online
journal addressing both clinical and basic science
issues related to cancer research. The journal will
continue its open access format, which will certainly
evolve to ensure that the journal takes full advantage of
the rapidly changing world of information and knowledge
dissemination. It publishes high-quality clinical,
translational, and basic science research on cancer
prevention, initiation, progression, and treatment, as
well as other related topics, particularly to capture the
most seminal studies in the rapidly growing area of
immunology, immunotherapy, and tumor
microenvironment.
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