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Viruses have been studied as etiological agents in the
development of animal and human cancers for more
than a century. This work has aided the identification of
oncogenes and tumour suppressor genes as well as
highlighting viruses that play a crucial role in the
development of human cancers, for example, the role of
HPVs in ano-genital and oral cancers, and of the HTLV 1
in ATL. The field continues to be buoyant, with new
tumour viruses such as the DNA viruses, MCPyV and
KSHV or HHV8 being discovered using DNA sequence
and genomic analysis within the past two decades.
While effective prophylactic vaccines have been
developed against HPVs and HBV, there is still a
requirement for novel therapeutic approaches to human
cancers that are driven by tumour virus infection. 
Original research articles and reviews are welcome in
this SI. Research areas may include fundamental
studies on the molecular mechanisms of cell
transformation and oncogenesis by DNA and RNA
tumour viruses; the immune response to tumour viruses;
the immune evasion of cancers driven by tumour
viruses; prophylactic and therapeutic vaccines against
tumour viruses and the cancers that they cause, etc.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Cancers is an international online journal addressing
both clinical and basic science issues related to cancer
research. The journal is publishing in Open Access
format, which will certainly evolve to ensure that the
journal takes full advantage of the rapidly changing
world of information and knowledge dissemination. It
publishes high-quality clinical, translational, and basic
science research on cancer prevention, initiation,
progression, and treatment, as well as other related
topics, particularly to capture the most seminal studies
in the rapidly growing area of immunology,
immunotherapy, and tumor microenvironment.
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