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Tumour necrosis factor-alpha (TNF/TNFa) as the
foremost pro-inflammatory cytokine is a pivotal
regulator of conventional innate and adaptive immune
responses, with diverse functions in cellular processes
such as differentiation, proliferation, inflammation,
apoptosis and necroptosis. Since its discovery nearly 40
years ago, the TNF superfamily has grown to 19
members, with 29 interacting receptors and multiple
scaffolding proteins. Binding of TNF to either TNFR1 or
TNFR2 mediates the activation of tightly regulated and
complex downstream signalling cascades, resulting in
cell death or activation of the transcription factors NF-
kB (Nuclear Factor-KappaB) and AP-1 (Activation
Protein-1). In this Special Issue, we would like to highlight
and discuss the success and challenges of newer
therapeutic approaches aimed at manipulating TNF
signalling for cancer therapy. Such therapies are not
limited to IAP inhibitors, antagonistic TNFR2 antibodies
and various combinative approaches with
immunotherapies or therapy related to TNF or other
members of the TNF superfamily to improve clinical
outcomes.  
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Cancers is an international online journal addressing
both clinical and basic science issues related to cancer
research. The journal is publishing in Open Access
format, which will certainly evolve to ensure that the
journal takes full advantage of the rapidly changing
world of information and knowledge dissemination. It
publishes high-quality clinical, translational, and basic
science research on cancer prevention, initiation,
progression, and treatment, as well as other related
topics, particularly to capture the most seminal studies
in the rapidly growing area of immunology,
immunotherapy, and tumor microenvironment.
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