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About one in eight cancers diagnosed in adults belongs
to the group of Rare Cancers, which by common
definition occur at an annual incidence of less than 6
cases per 100,000 of the population. This group
encompasses a very large and heterogeneous range of
cancers including carcinomas, sarcomas, and neuronal
and hematologic malignancies. Increasing identification
and definition of subtypes of these rare tumors fosters
an understanding of their biologic dimensions. For
instance, soft tissue sarcomas, a Rare Cancer occurring
at an incidence of less than 5 per 100,00 of the
population, may be subclassified into more than 70
subtypes with different biologies, clinical behaviors, and
treatments. The downside of the identification of
increasingly scarce subtypes of Rare Cancers is that
classical clinical drug development via randomized
clinical trials may become futile, owing to the
impossibility of enrolling sufficient patient numbers. This
back-to-back Special Issue of Cancers provides a
platform for latest research into Rare Cancers,
showcasing new insights into their management. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Cancers (ISSN 2072-6694) is an international, online
journal addressing both clinical and basic science
issues related to cancer research. The journal will
continue its open access format, which will certainly
evolve to ensure that the journal takes full advantage of
the rapidly changing world of information and knowledge
dissemination. It publishes high-quality clinical,
translational, and basic science research on cancer
prevention, initiation, progression, and treatment, as
well as other related topics, particularly to capture the
most seminal studies in the rapidly growing area of
immunology, immunotherapy, and tumor
microenvironment.
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