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Rare cancers are defined as those malignant tumors
with an incidence less than 6 per 100,000 inhabitants
and year. Using this definition, 22% of all cancer are
considered rare cancers, that means, as a group, 108
new rare cancer cases per 100,000 and year.
Considering the prevalence, it is estimated that about
4,300,000 patients are living in the European Union with
a diagnosis of rare cancer (24% of prevalence). Despite
the fact that a substantial number of rare cancers have
well characterized histomolecular entities, patients
diagnosed with these rare cancers are disadvantaged
compared to patients diagnosed with common cancers.
The 5-year overall survival rates are 47% in rare cancer
versus 65% in common cancers. This difference in
survival expectation is multifactorial, difficulties or delay
in correct diagnosis, limited access to centers with
expertise or inadequate funding on research programs
are among the reasons explaining this difference.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Cancers is an international online journal addressing
both clinical and basic science issues related to cancer
research. The journal is publishing in Open Access
format, which will certainly evolve to ensure that the
journal takes full advantage of the rapidly changing
world of information and knowledge dissemination. It
publishes high-quality clinical, translational, and basic
science research on cancer prevention, initiation,
progression, and treatment, as well as other related
topics, particularly to capture the most seminal studies
in the rapidly growing area of immunology,
immunotherapy, and tumor microenvironment.
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