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The extracellular matrix (ECM) is a complex network of
carbohydrate-rich proteins secreted by cells and
deposited in the surrounding tissue. It plays a critical
role in the structure and function of multicellular tissues
and organs, not only providing a mechanical scaffold but
also acting as an active sensor and signaling mediator
between cells and their environment. These bioactive
components regulate cellular behavior and biochemical
properties by transmitting signals to the cells. The
composition of the ECM is influenced by the type and
differentiation state of the cells that produce it,
suggesting a dynamic, reciprocal interaction between
the cellular and non-cellular components of the tissue.
In the context of solid tumors, there is increased
deposition of ECM proteins. The excessive amount of
ECM leads to increased solid stress, which impairs
blood vessel perfusion and results in hypoxia. Hypoxia,
in turn, alters the phenotype of tumor and stromal cells,
promoting an immunosuppressive microenvironment.
The ECM is also known to play a significant role in tumor
cell growth, migration, and invasion.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Cancers (ISSN 2072-6694) is an international, online
journal addressing both clinical and basic science
issues related to cancer research. The journal will
continue its open access format, which will certainly
evolve to ensure that the journal takes full advantage of
the rapidly changing world of information and knowledge
dissemination. It publishes high-quality clinical,
translational, and basic science research on cancer
prevention, initiation, progression, and treatment, as
well as other related topics, particularly to capture the
most seminal studies in the rapidly growing area of
immunology, immunotherapy, and tumor
microenvironment.
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