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To date, attempts to target autophagy for cancer
therapy have yielded mixed results and uncovered
several challenges. For instance, tumor cells can adapt
and develop resistance to autophagy inhibition.
Targeting autophagy only revealed efficacy in
autophagy-addicted cancers. Additionally, the
suppression of autophagy was associated with
promoting metastasis and tumor recurrence. As such,
the evaluation of (hydroxy)chloroquine in clinical trials
revealed several key limitations. A growing body of
research suggests that autophagy could modulate
various novel mechanisms, including tumor immunity
and cancer stem cells. This Special Issue aims to
publish original research articles or comprehensive
reviews focusing on the role of autophagy in therapeutic
resistance, cancer stem cell survival, autophagy
addiction, and the tumor microenvironment. It will also
focus on studies that shed light on new approaches for
targeting autophagy and defining novel pharmacological
targets to modulate autophagy in cancer.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Cancers (ISSN 2072-6694) is an international, online
journal addressing both clinical and basic science
issues related to cancer research. The journal will
continue its open access format, which will certainly
evolve to ensure that the journal takes full advantage of
the rapidly changing world of information and knowledge
dissemination. It publishes high-quality clinical,
translational, and basic science research on cancer
prevention, initiation, progression, and treatment, as
well as other related topics, particularly to capture the
most seminal studies in the rapidly growing area of
immunology, immunotherapy, and tumor
microenvironment.
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