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Metastasis is the cause of over 90% of deaths due to
cancer. In order for the tumor cell to acquire an invasive
and metastatic phenotype, specific cytoskeleton
rearrangements are needed which mainly involve actin.
Fascin is the key protein in actin bundling, which a
crucial process for generation of invasive structures
such as lamellipodia and invadopodia. Moreover, fascin
contributes to metastasis by altering mitochondrial
function and metabolic stress resistance. Not
surprisingly, fascin overexpression is associated with
tumors with aggressive behavior, high metastatic
potential, and resistance to chemotherapy, and in most
cases, available targeted therapies are lacking. Recent
X-ray crystal structures of fascin bound to chemical
compounds have opened the possibility for specific
drugs designed to target this protein which plays a
causative role in tumor progression. This Special Issue
will cover the different functions of fascin in tumor
development and promotion, its value as prognostic
marker in cancer, and promising advances in the design
of chemical compounds targeting this actin-bundling
protein. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Cancers is an international online journal addressing
both clinical and basic science issues related to cancer
research. The journal is publishing in Open Access
format, which will certainly evolve to ensure that the
journal takes full advantage of the rapidly changing
world of information and knowledge dissemination. It
publishes high-quality clinical, translational, and basic
science research on cancer prevention, initiation,
progression, and treatment, as well as other related
topics, particularly to capture the most seminal studies
in the rapidly growing area of immunology,
immunotherapy, and tumor microenvironment.
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