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The relationship between infections of oncogenic HPV
genotypes and human carcinogenesis has been studied
since the late 1970s, when the role of HPV in cervical
carcinogenesis was first suggested by zur Hausen.
During the past few decades, remarkable progress has
been made in basic research. Cancer of the uterine
cervix was the first target of these studies. Following the
analogy of HPV association with cervical cancer, other
anatomic sites with similar malignancies (squamous cell
cancer) have been studied as potential  sites of HPV-
associated cancers since the early 1980s. Of these
extra-genital sites, the upper respiratory tract was the
first to be explored. Concomitantly, the first evidence of
HPV involvement in benign and malignant lesions in the
esophagus was obtained.  The causal role of HPV in
some of these extra-genital cancers has been generally
accepted, whereas in some other cancers, the data are
still incomplete or controversial. In this Special Issue of
Cancers, a mixture of topics is covered, introducing
some firmly accepted basic biology concepts, in
addition to other topics that are more controversial or
not yet firmly established.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Cancers (ISSN 2072-6694) is an international, online
journal addressing both clinical and basic science
issues related to cancer research. The journal will
continue its open access format, which will certainly
evolve to ensure that the journal takes full advantage of
the rapidly changing world of information and knowledge
dissemination. It publishes high-quality clinical,
translational, and basic science research on cancer
prevention, initiation, progression, and treatment, as
well as other related topics, particularly to capture the
most seminal studies in the rapidly growing area of
immunology, immunotherapy, and tumor
microenvironment.
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