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Anal canal and peri-anal squamous cell carcinomas
(ASCC) are relatively rare cancers which affect
approximately 8000 patients per year in the United
States. The rate appears to be rising, which is potentially
attributable to the increasing incidence of oncogenic
human papilloma virus (HPV) infection. Historically,
patients were treated with abdominoperineal resection
with resulting permanent colostomy dependence.
Through landmark efforts and sequentially designed
clinical trials, the majority of patients with localized
disease are now effectively treated with radiotherapy
and chemotherapy, or in select cases, sphincter-
preserving surgery, with favorable outcomes. However,
continued efforts are needed to gain a better
understanding of ASCC disease biology and to continue
improving cancer control while maximizing the quality of
life for patients. The purpose of this Special Issue is to
discuss the historical perspectives of surgery,
radiotherapy, and systemic therapy, the evolution of
therapy over time, and current areas of investigation to
advance our understanding of the multidisciplinary
management of patients with ASCC.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Cancers (ISSN 2072-6694) is an international, online
journal addressing both clinical and basic science
issues related to cancer research. The journal will
continue its open access format, which will certainly
evolve to ensure that the journal takes full advantage of
the rapidly changing world of information and knowledge
dissemination. It publishes high-quality clinical,
translational, and basic science research on cancer
prevention, initiation, progression, and treatment, as
well as other related topics, particularly to capture the
most seminal studies in the rapidly growing area of
immunology, immunotherapy, and tumor
microenvironment.
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