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The tumor microenvironment (TME) is the complex non-
cancerous cellular and non-cellular compartments
presented in and around the tumor, including
fibroblasts, immune cells, adipocytes, and cells that
comprise the blood vessels. It has been shown that
cancer cell plasticity and stemness are modulated by
biochemical and biophysical sues derived from the TME,
which in turn promotes cancer metastasis and
therapeutic resistance. Cancer cells also produce a
variety of growth factors and chemokines to modulate
the function of these cells. Targeting the TME has
proven to be a promising strategy for cancer therapy.
Angiogenesis inhibitors have been approved by the FDA
for the treatment of solid tumors. Therefore, further
elucidating the molecular and cellular biology of TME in
cancer development and progression is critical for us to
eventually eliminate cancer-related death. This Special
Issue will highlight the current state of the art in the
function and regulation of cancer-associated
fibroblasts, adipocytes, immune cells, ECM remodeling,
and prospects for improving TME-related therapies.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Cancers (ISSN 2072-6694) is an international, online
journal addressing both clinical and basic science
issues related to cancer research. The journal will
continue its open access format, which will certainly
evolve to ensure that the journal takes full advantage of
the rapidly changing world of information and knowledge
dissemination. It publishes high-quality clinical,
translational, and basic science research on cancer
prevention, initiation, progression, and treatment, as
well as other related topics, particularly to capture the
most seminal studies in the rapidly growing area of
immunology, immunotherapy, and tumor
microenvironment.
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