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High-risk human papillomaviruses (HPVs) are
responsible for ~5% of cancers worldwide. The
incidence of anal cancer and other HPV-associated
anogenital cancers has been increasing in incidence.
Screening programs are now more standard of practice
for the precancerous lesions of anal cancer. However, it
is still hard to risk stratify the resource-intense needs of
the screening and treatment.
Despite the continued rise in the incidence and mortality
of squamous-cell carcinoma of the anus (SCCA). To
address the increase in SCCA, we clearly need new and
more effective treatments. Given the rare nature of the
disease, research on this problem is limited in clinical
situations. Developing an understanding of the
complexity and variability of anal cancer will support the
development of next-generation cancer preventative
therapies and novel therapeutics to effectively control
cancer development and progression, respectively. This
Special Issue will highlight the role of anal cancer
covering both basic, (pre)clinical aspects and clinical
research that advances our understanding of this rare
human tumor. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Cancers is an international online journal addressing
both clinical and basic science issues related to cancer
research. The journal is publishing in Open Access
format, which will certainly evolve to ensure that the
journal takes full advantage of the rapidly changing
world of information and knowledge dissemination. It
publishes high-quality clinical, translational, and basic
science research on cancer prevention, initiation,
progression, and treatment, as well as other related
topics, particularly to capture the most seminal studies
in the rapidly growing area of immunology,
immunotherapy, and tumor microenvironment.
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