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Almost 40 years ago, the World Health Organization first
proposed the WHO analgesic ladder to improve and
provide adequate pain relief for cancer patients. The
ladder was part of a wider programme called the WHO
Caner Pain and Palliative Care Program, which included
education programmes and strategies to improve
management and support for people with cancer-
related pain. The mainstay of the therapies described in
the original ladder and its subsequent versions
promoted the use of opioids as the gold standard
treatment for cancer pain.

This Special Issue will highlight the role of opioid therapy
in cancer, exploring the current state of the art in pre-
clinical and clinical research, and seeks to yield future
avenues towards improving care for cancer patients.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Cancers is an international online journal addressing
both clinical and basic science issues related to cancer
research. The journal is publishing in Open Access
format, which will certainly evolve to ensure that the
journal takes full advantage of the rapidly changing
world of information and knowledge dissemination. It
publishes high-quality clinical, translational, and basic
science research on cancer prevention, initiation,
progression, and treatment, as well as other related
topics, particularly to capture the most seminal studies
in the rapidly growing area of immunology,
immunotherapy, and tumor microenvironment.
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