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Message from the Guest Editor

Axillary lymph node dissection (ALND) has been the
standard axillary treatment for breast cancer for a long
time. However, ALND is associated with postoperative
morbidities, most notably arm lymphedema. Recently, it
has been shown that ALND can be avoided not only in
clinically node-negative patients with negative sentinel
lymph nodes (SLNs), but also in patients with less than
three positive SLNs. Nevertheless, ALND is still required
in a select group of patients. A variety of conservative
approaches to ALND have been developed to spare arm
lymphatics in order to minimize arm lymphedema.
These conservative procedures seem to decrease the
incidence of lymphedema without increasing axillary
recurrence. Full conventional ALND removing all
microscopic axillary disease may now be unnecessary in
the era of effective multimodality therapy.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Cancersis an international online journal addressing
both clinical and basic science issues related to cancer
research. The journal is publishing in Open Access
format, which will certainly evolve to ensure that the
journal takes full advantage of the rapidly changing
world of information and knowledge dissemination. It
publishes high-quality clinical, translational, and basic
science research on cancer prevention, initiation,
progression, and treatment, as well as other related
topics, particularly to capture the most seminal studies
in the rapidly growing area of immunology,
immunotherapy, and tumor microenvironment.
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