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This issue aims to synthesize research on innovative
theories, approaches, or practices related to
sustainable urban development and real estate analysis.
The urban environment has long been a key factor in
achieving sustainability objectives through reducing the
carbon emissions of buildings and promoting the more
efficient and fair use of space and place. However, there
is considerable ambiguity around sustainability in urban
development, with regular tension between
environmental and financial sustainability. This tension
has been intensified recently with uncertainty
surrounding the long-term viability of large sections of
the built environment, for example, in the face of
increasing numbers of people working from home and
electing to purchase products from the internet. In turn,
this has led to questions regarding the configuration and
future use of existing buildings and how those invested
in this situation can consider it from the point of view of
investment profiling, valuation, property management,
leasing, and development appraisal. Original theoretical
and experimental work, case studies, and
comprehensive review papers are invited to examine
the situation further.

Guest Editors

Dr. Kevin Muldoon-Smith

Architecture and Built Environment Department, Northumbria
University, Newcastle NE1 8ST, UK

Dr. Leo Moreton

Architecture and Built Environment Department, Northumbria
University, Newcastle NE1 8ST, UK

Deadline for manuscript submissions
10 February 2026

Buildings

an Open Access Journal
by MDPI

Impact Factor 3.1
CiteScore 4.4

mdpi.com/si/238457

Buildings

Editorial Office

MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +4161683 77 34
buildings@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
buildings



https://www.mdpi.com/si/238457
https://mdpi.com/journal/buildings

Buildings

an Open Access Journal
by MDPI

Impact Factor 3.1
CiteScore 4.4

‘E'@'-;u’i

;

mdpl.co-m/journal/
buildings

About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Current urban environments are home to multi-modal
transit systems, extensive energy grids, a building stock,
and integrated services. Sprawling neighborhoods are
composed of buildings that accommodate living and
working quarters. However, it is expected that the cities
and communities of the future will face complex and
enormous challenges, including maintenance,
interconnectivity, resilience, energy efficiency, and
sustainability issues, to name but a few. A smart city
uses advanced technologies and a digital infrastructure
to improve the outcomes in every aspect of a city’s
operations. A smart building optimizes the experience of
occupants, staff, and management by using a modern
and connected environment. Innovations in technology
that can bring dramatic improvements to design,
planning, and policy are critical in developing the cities
and buildings of the future.
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Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 14.9 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.7
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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