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Message from the Guest Editor

Effective combination antiretroviral therapy (CART) has
led to a significant reduction in the prevalence and
incidence of central nervous system (CNS) HIV-
associated brain disease, particularly, opportunistic
CNS infections and HIV encephalitis. Despite this,
cognitive deficits in people living with HIV (PLWH) have
become more apparent in recent years. The term HAND
(HIV-associated neurocognitive impairment) has been
defined as cognitive impairment associated exclusively
with HIV infection. However, defining if cognitive
disorders in PLWH are due to HAND or other causes
can be cumbersome on an individual basis. The
development of HAND has been associated with
antiretroviral therapy and low-level CNS HIV replication,
but more recently the role of brain immuneactivation in
the development of HAND is taking central stage and
could pave the wave for the development of new anti-
inflammatory therapeutics for the management of
HAND.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Brain Sciences (ISSN 2076-3425). Brain Sciences is
an open access, peer-reviewed scientific journal that
publishes original articles, critical reviews, research
notes, and short communications on neuroscience. The
scientific community and the general public can access
the content free of charge as soon as it is published.
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Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16.2 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 1.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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