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Emerging within the long-lasting debate concerning the
nature and definition of consciousness is a growing
need to deepen its role in coupling emotions,
motivations, and behaviors. While some authors
theorize that these constructs are merely different sides
of the same coin, others consider them as different
ends of a continuum or as results of processes that are
typically—but not necessarily—correlated: in both cases,
consciousness is thought to play a potentially different
role for each construct. This debate directly affects how
emotions, motivations, and behaviors are assessed and
how the resulting data are interpreted and described.
This leads to methodological and terminological
confusion mining robustness and reliability of the
resulting theoretical frameworks. This Special Issue is
main to thus reach a deeper understanding of the basic
mechanisms underlying the role of consciousness in
coupling emotions, motivations and behaviors, and
practical applications. New empirical data addressing
these points are welcomed, as are novel discussions of
previously published results in the form of meta-
analyses, systematic reviews, and perspective articles.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Brain Sciences (ISSN 2076-3425). Brain Sciences is
an open access, peer-reviewed scientific journal that
publishes original articles, critical reviews, research
notes, and short communications on neuroscience. The
scientific community and the general public can access
the content free of charge as soon as it is published.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
PMC, Embase, PSYNDEX, PsycInfo, CAPlus / SciFinder,
and other databases.

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16.2 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 1.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).

Recognition of Reviewers:
reviewers who provide timely, thorough peer-review
reports receive vouchers entitling them to a discount on
the APC of their next publication in any MDPI journal, in
appreciation of the work done.
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