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In parallel with a decrease/stabilization in the use of
internationally controlled drugs, the market of novel
psychoactive substances (NPS) continues increasing,
year after year, with the Internet playing a pivotal role in
contributing to this complex scenario. At times, although
misleading, the terms ‘legal highs’ or ’research
chemicals’ have been used to describe these
molecules. Overall, about 5% of 19–24-year-old
European people have already experimented with them,
because both NPS’ intense psychoactive effects and
their virtual non-detectability in routine drug screenings.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Brain Sciences (ISSN 2076-3425). Brain Sciences is
an open access, peer-reviewed scientific journal that
publishes original articles, critical reviews, research
notes, and short communications on neuroscience. The
scientific community and the general public can access
the content free of charge as soon as it is published.
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manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 17.6 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
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