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Message from the Guest Editors

Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis is a progressive
neurodegenerative disorder with a rapid functional
decline and a short survival, but its progression rate has
a large interindividual variability. The identification of
biomarkers of disease progression would make it
possible to improve clinical trials design and facilitate an
easier identification of effective compounds. There is an
extensive body of literature on neurophysiological,
imaging, and neurochemical markers for investigating
CSF and blood samples, cells, and tissues.
Phosphorylated neurofilament heavy chain (pNfH) and
the neurofilament light chain (NfL) are now considered
as the most promising biomarkers. However,
investigators persist in a continuous effort to find other
biomarkers, as demonstrated by the emerging literature
on chitinases in ALS. The impact of these different
markers on clinical trials depends on their predictive
value for disease outcome. In this Special Issue we
intended to collect original contributions on novel
markers of disease progression and related outcomes,
in the perspective of their potential interest for clinical
trials.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Brain Sciences (ISSN 2076-3425). Brain Sciences is
an open access, peer-reviewed scientific journal that
publishes original articles, critical reviews, research
notes, and short communications on neuroscience. The
scientific community and the general public can access
the content free of charge as soon as it is published.
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High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
PMC, Embase, PSYNDEX, PsyciInfo, CAPIlus / SciFinder,
and other databases.

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16.2 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 1.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).

Recognition of Reviewers:

reviewers who provide timely, thorough peer-review
reports receive vouchers entitling them to a discount on
the APC of their next publication in any MDPI journal, in
appreciation of the work done.
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