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Message from the Guest Editor
The prefrontal cortex (PFC) plays a pivotal role in
regulating our emotions. The importance of
ventromedial regions in emotion regulation, including
the ventral sector of the medial PFC, the medial sector
of the orbital cortex and subgenual cingulate cortex,
have been recognized for a long time. However, it is
increasingly apparent that lateral and dorsal regions of
the PFC, as well as neighbouring dorsal anterior
cingulate cortex, also play a role. Defining the underlying
psychological mechanisms by which these functionally
distinct regions modulate emotions and the nature and
extent of their interactions, is a critical step towards
better stratification of the symptoms of mood and
anxiety disorders. It is also important to extend our
understanding of these prefrontal circuits in
development. Specifically, to determine whether they
exhibit differential sensitivity to perturbations by known
risk factors e.g. stress and inflammation, at distinct
developmental epochs. This special issue aims to bring
together the most recent research in humans and other
animals that addresses these important issues and in
doing so, to highlight the value of the translational 
approach.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Brain Sciences (ISSN 2076-3425). Brain Sciences is
an open access, peer-reviewed scientific journal that
publishes original articles, critical reviews, research
notes, and short communications on neuroscience. The
scientific community and the general public can access
the content free of charge as soon as it is published.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
PMC, Embase, PSYNDEX, PsycInfo, CAPlus / SciFinder,
and other databases.

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 17.6 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).

Recognition of Reviewers:
reviewers who provide timely, thorough peer-review
reports receive vouchers entitling them to a discount on
the APC of their next publication in any MDPI journal, in
appreciation of the work done.
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