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Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is a complex condition
characterized by a diverse range of symptoms, rooted in
neurodevelopmental anomalies that affect brain
function and behavior. Recent research has shed light
on the genetic, molecular, and cellular processes
contributing to ASD, providing deeper insights into its
etiology. Concurrently, novel therapeutic strategies,
including targeted pharmacological treatments,
behavioral interventions, and neurostimulation
techniques, are being developed to address the specific
needs of individuals with ASD. These interventions aim
not only to reduce symptoms but also to optimize daily
functioning and overall well-being for individuals
affected by the condition. This Special Issue delves into
the complex neurobiological mechanisms underlying
ASD while critically examining the latest therapeutic and
pharmacological advancements. Emphasizing the
importance of ongoing interdisciplinary research, it aims
to bridge the gap between neurobiological insights and
clinical applications, ultimately driving the development
of more effective and personalized treatment strategies
for ASD.

Guest Editors
Dr. Antonio Nicotera
Department of Human Pathology of the Adult and Developmental Age,
University of Messina, 98122 Messina, Italy

Dr. Gabriella Di Rosa
Department of Human and Pediatric Pathology “Gaetano Barresi”, Unit
of Child Neurology and Psychiatry, University of Messina, 98122
Messina, Italy

Deadline for manuscript submissions
25 September 2025

Brain
Sciences

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.8
CiteScore 5.6
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/si/217818
Brain Sciences
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
brainsci@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
brainsci

https://www.mdpi.com/si/217818
https://mdpi.com/journal/brainsci


Brain
Sciences

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.8
CiteScore 5.6
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/journal/
brainsci

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Brain Sciences (ISSN 2076-3425). Brain Sciences is
an open access, peer-reviewed scientific journal that
publishes original articles, critical reviews, research
notes, and short communications on neuroscience. The
scientific community and the general public can access
the content free of charge as soon as it is published.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
PMC, Embase, PSYNDEX, PsycInfo, CAPlus / SciFinder,
and other databases.

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16.2 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 1.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).

Recognition of Reviewers:
reviewers who provide timely, thorough peer-review
reports receive vouchers entitling them to a discount on
the APC of their next publication in any MDPI journal, in
appreciation of the work done.
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