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Several meta-analyses robustly show that insecure
attachment is a transdiagnostic risk factor, but that the
size of the association is rather modest. Not all
insecurely attached individuals develop
psychopathology, and not all securely attached
individuals resist the development of psychopathology.
This raises questions about the mechanisms explaining
the attachment–psychopathology association, and the
possible role of potential moderators determining which
insecurely attached individuals are at risk of developing
psychopathology. Answering these research questions
requires cutting-edge transdisciplinary research,
combining biological, developmental, and/or social
psychological research paradigms. For example, we are
highly interested in studies that take into account
endocrinological, (epi)genetic and psychophysiological
processes, in studies that use repeated measurement
designs such as experience sampling methods, or in
studies with experimental and or longitudinal structures.
Overall, we welcome papers that fit with the main goal of
the Special Issue: Contributing to the explanation of why
and/or for whom insecure attachment links to the
development of psychopathology.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Brain Sciences (ISSN 2076-3425). Brain Sciences is
an open access, peer-reviewed scientific journal that
publishes original articles, critical reviews, research
notes, and short communications on neuroscience. The
scientific community and the general public can access
the content free of charge as soon as it is published.
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Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
PMC, Embase, PSYNDEX, PsycInfo, CAPlus / SciFinder,
and other databases.

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16.2 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 1.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).

Recognition of Reviewers:
reviewers who provide timely, thorough peer-review
reports receive vouchers entitling them to a discount on
the APC of their next publication in any MDPI journal, in
appreciation of the work done.
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