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Globally there is a rising rate of autism spectrum
disorder (ASD). However, the increasing global wealth of
knowledge on ASD is primarily based on different
studies conducted in developed, affluent countries. This
situation is partly a result of a lack of epidemiological
and service research in the field of mental health in
general and ASD in particular in LMICs. The irony is that
the demographics of the global human population are
tilted so that most (up to 80%) of world children and
youth live in LMICs.  A similar shortage of studies
reported ASD studies among immigrants and minority
groups in high-income countries (HICs). There is
evidence of ethnic and racial differences in ASD
prevalence and services access even among the HICs
and developed societies. Delayed diagnosis is another
crucial issue for immigrant children from LMICs to
HICs. Within HICs, individuals from high socioeconomic
backgrounds are mainly represented in ASD
research. The high cost of researching ASD contributed
to this imbalance in LMICs. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Brain Sciences (ISSN 2076-3425). Brain Sciences is
an open access, peer-reviewed scientific journal that
publishes original articles, critical reviews, research
notes, and short communications on neuroscience. The
scientific community and the general public can access
the content free of charge as soon as it is published.
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High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
PMC, Embase, PSYNDEX, PsycInfo, CAPlus / SciFinder,
and other databases.

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16.2 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 1.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).

Recognition of Reviewers:
reviewers who provide timely, thorough peer-review
reports receive vouchers entitling them to a discount on
the APC of their next publication in any MDPI journal, in
appreciation of the work done.
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