Special Issue

The Impact of Language(s),
Social Environment and Culture
on Brain Development and
Function

Message from the Guest Editors

Clinical and experimental data bring converging
evidence that language offers an excellent model of
brain-environment relationship. Activities such as
learning to speak, act and sing, acquisition of a foreign
language, as well as bilingual interaction modify not only
cognitive processes, but also cortical and subcortical
brain areas related to linguistic, nonlinguistic and other
cognitive and sensory or motor functions. In the same
manner, language recovery from aphasia after a brain
lesion does rely on changes in neural activation and
development of ipsilateral and contralateral
cortical/subcortical-brain networks. Finally, language
interventions in neurodegenerative diseases such as
primary progressive aphasia or Alzheimer’s disease also
result in functional and structural brain changes. The
present issue aims to highlight current perspectives on
the understanding of brain reorganization after language
training in a real-world situation, in language learning,
but also in multilingual and multi-communicative
settings, as well as in language disorders. It will also
focus on language recovery and therapy-induced
neuroplasticity in aphasia.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Brain Sciences (ISSN 2076-3425). Brain Sciences is
an open access, peer-reviewed scientific journal that
publishes original articles, critical reviews, research
notes, and short communications on neuroscience. The
scientific community and the general public can access
the content free of charge as soon as it is published.
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High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
PMC, Embase, PSYNDEX, PsyciInfo, CAPIlus / SciFinder,
and other databases.

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 17.6 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).

Recognition of Reviewers:

reviewers who provide timely, thorough peer-review
reports receive vouchers entitling them to a discount on
the APC of their next publication in any MDPI journal, in
appreciation of the work done.
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