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Message from the Guest Editors
Substance use disorders constitute a critical global
health challenge. Within neuroscientific and medical
contexts, “substances” refer to psychoactive agents
that physiologically alter mental states, and these
compounds have been studied progressively in relation
to use disorders, distinguished between therapeutic,
recreational, and pathological patterns. Understanding
these conditions requires examination of the reward
circuitry—particularly the mesolimbic dopaminergic
pathways—and neuroadaptive mechanisms, including
receptor desensitization, synaptic remodeling, and
tolerance development. 

Nonetheless, critical challenges persist. Limited
treatment efficacy and a high relapse rate reflect
inadequate clinical translation. Advancing detailed
mechanistic understanding may enhance personalized
paradigms. Thus, the aim of this Special Issue is to
bridge knowledge gaps through integrative translational
frameworks addressing substance use disorders.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication
in Brain Sciences (ISSN 2076-3425). Brain Sciences is
an open access, peer-reviewed scientific journal that
publishes original articles, critical reviews, research
notes, and short communications on neuroscience. The
scientific community and the general public can access
the content free of charge as soon as it is published.
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Journal Rank:
JCR - Q2 (Clinical Neurology) / CiteScore - Q2 (General
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16.8 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.3
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2026).
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