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Message from the Guest Editor

In parallel with a decrease/stabilization in the use of
internationally controlled drugs, the market of novel
psychoactive substances (NPS) continues increasing, year
after year, with the Internet playing a pivotal role in
contributing to this complex scenario. At times, although
misleading, the terms ‘legal highs’ or 'research chemicals’
have been used to describe these molecules. Overall, about
5% of 19-24-year-old European people have already
experimented with them, because both NPS’ intense
psychoactive effects and their virtual non-detectability in
routine drug screenings.
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