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Message from the Guest Editors

Parkinson’s disease (PD) is a chronic, complex, and
progressive neurodegenerative disease defined by the loss
of dopaminergic neurons in the substantia nigra pars
compacta, situated in the midbrain and associated with
Lewy bodies, which are cytoplasmic inclusions of alpha-
synuclein aggregates. Clinical diagnosis of PD is based
primarily on motor symptoms, such as a slowly progressive
asymmetric resting tremor, rigidity, and bradykinesia.
Although non-motor symptoms, which include olfactory
deficits, constipation, autonomic dysfunction, depression,
and REM sleep behavior disorder, usually precede the
presence of motor deficits.

Different factors may influence PD risk such as
mitochondrial dysfunction, impaired autophagy, oxidative
stress, protein aggregation, neuroinflammation, and
environmental and genetic status.

This Special Issue aims to better characterize PD, covering
aspects related to the motor and non-motor symptoms
that negatively impact health-related quality of life.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Stephen D. Meriney
Department of Neuroscience,
University of Pittsburgh,
Pittsburgh, PA 15260, USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication in
Brain Sciences (ISSN 2076-3425). Brain Sciences is an open
access, peer-reviewed scientific journal that publishes
original articles, critical reviews, research notes, and short
communications on neuroscience. The scientific
community and the general public can access the content
free of charge as soon as it is published.
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Open Access: free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or
their institutions.
High Visibility: indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed, PMC, Embase,
PSYNDEX, PsycInfo, CAPlus / SciFinder, and other databases.
Rapid Publication: manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is provided to
authors approximately 17.6 days after submission; acceptance to publication is
undertaken in 2.5 days (median values for papers published in this journal in the second
half of 2025).
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