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Platelets are small, disc-shaped blood cells that play a
vital role in hemostasis, or the prevention of bleeding
after vessel injury. Although platelets have long been
known to be involved in thrombosis, recent research has
revealed new biological functions of these cells in other
pathological complications, such as sepsis, diabetes,
fibrosis, myocardial infarction, vasculitis, and cancer
metastasis. Platelets have been found to interact with
immune cells, such as neutrophils and lymphocytes, and
modulate their effector functions. Platelets also play a
role in different steps of tumor progression. They
directly interact with cancer cells, promoting their
survival and transmigration through the endothelium,
leading to tumor metastasis. Platelets contribute to the
formation of the pre-metastatic niche by promoting the
recruitment and activation of immune cells and by
releasing cytokines and growth factors that support
angiogenesis and tumor cell survival. Recent research
has revealed important insights into the complex
interplay between platelets, immune and cancer cells,
leading to new discoveries of platelets in cancer-
associated thrombosis and thrombo-inflammation.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editorial Board

Biomolecules is a multidisciplinary open-access journal
that reports on all aspects of research related to
biogenic substances, from small molecules to complex
polymers. We invite manuscripts of high scientific quality
that pertain to the diverse aspects relevant to organic
molecules, irrespective of the biological question or
methodology. We aim for a competent, fair peer review
and rapid publication. Please look at some of the
exciting work that has been published in Biomolecules
so far. We would be delighted to welcome you as one of
our authors.
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