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Twenty-five years ago, researchers discovered that
mutations in the alpha-synuclein (SNCA or PARK1) gene
are responsible for an autosomal dominant form of
Parkinson’s disease (PD), and that alpha-synuclein
protein is an important component of Lewy bodies (the
hallmark of PD). Thereafter, it was discovered that alpha-
synuclein is accumulated in Lewy bodies in other
disorders such as PD with dementia (PDD) and dementia
with Lewy bodies (DLB), and in the form of glial
cytoplasmatic inclusions in multiple-system atrophy
(MSA). The term “synucleinopathies” was coined to
encompass PD, PDD, DLB, and MSA. Alpha-synuclein is
expressed not only in the central nervous system (CNS),
but also in some peripheral diseases, and is a reliable
biological marker for these diseases. Since 1997,
approximately 12,000 articles have been published
regarding alpha-synuclein, but the role of this protein in
PD and other synucleinopathies is not yet fully
understood. For this reason, we propose a Special Issue
on the molecular mechanisms of alpha-synuclein in PD
and other synucleinopathies and welcome submissions
on this this topic.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Biomolecules is a multidisciplinary open-access journal
that reports on all aspects of research related to
biogenic substances, from small molecules to complex
polymers. We invite manuscripts of high scientific quality
that pertain to the diverse aspects relevant to organic
molecules, irrespective of the biological question or
methodology. We aim for a competent, fair peer review
and rapid publication. Please look at some of the
exciting work that has been published in Biomolecules
so far. We would be delighted to welcome you as one of
our authors.
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