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Drug resistance in head and neck cancer (HNC) remains
a major health problem worldwide. HNC can arise in the
lips, oral cavity, nasal cavity, pharynx, larynx, and salivary
glands, and accounts for approximately 890,000 new
cases and more than 450,000 deaths each year. The
majority of HNC occurs in the oral cavity and approx.
90% of HNC is categorized as head and neck
squamous cell carcinoma. Despite the recent advances
in therapeutic modalities, the prognosis and 5-year
survival rates for patients with advanced, recurrent, and
metastatic diseases remain poor due to treatment
resistance. The current standard-of-care for HNC
involves surgical removal combined with radiation and
chemotherapy or immunotherapy. Unfortunately, more
than half of locally advanced HNC cases recur or
become metastatic following initial treatments and are
no longer responsive. Multidrug resistance and survival
mechanisms driving drug efflux, metabolism, noncoding
RNAs, and cancer stem cells are known to contribute to
the resistance in HNC and remain to be fully explored.
The current Special Issue will address the current status
and future novel directions for understanding drug
resistance in HNC.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
A major strength of biological science is the diversity of
approaches that biological scientists apply to their
research problems. Biology reflects this diversity and
brings together studies employing the varied
experimental and theoretical approaches that are
fueling biological discovery. Biology, the journal, is a fully
peer-reviewed publication with a rapid and economical
route to open access publication and is listed on
PubMed. All articles are peer-reviewed and the editorial
focus is on determining that the work is scientifically
sound rather than trying to predict its future impact.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16.8 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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