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Message from the Guest Editors

Agriculture is currently facing a number of ecologic and
economic challenges. On the one hand, climate change
has highlighted the importance of crop resilience and
genetic diversity, and there is a demand for a more
efficient use of resources and the implementation of
sustainable and eco-friendly practices. On the other
hand, these aspects are often neglected due to the
constant pressure to increase food production in the
light of a growing world population. Soil bacteria have
the potential to promote plant growth and contribute to
plant protection against biotic and abiotic stresses in an
ecologically sustainable way. From fundamental
research focusing on individual genes or metabolic
networks to large-scale applied field studies, there are
many diverse approaches to further our understanding
of the role and impact of beneficial soil bacteria on crop
production. This Special Issue is dedicated to research
performed on all aspects of the biology of these bacteria
as well as host interaction mechanisms. We invite
scientists to contribute with original research and review
articles.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editorial Board

A major strength of biological science is the diversity of
approaches that biological scientists apply to their
research problems. Biology reflects this diversity and
brings together studies employing the varied
experimental and theoretical approaches that are
fueling biological discovery. Biology, the journal, is a fully
peer-reviewed publication with a rapid and economical
route to open access publication and is listed on
PubMed. All articles are peer-reviewed and the editorial
focus is on determining that the work is scientifically
sound rather than trying to predict its future impact.
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Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 17.4 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.5
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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