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In recent years, research has increasingly focused on
the defense system of metazoans, as studying how their
internal defense system has adapted and evolved has
multiple benefits. The accumulation of pollutants in
aquatic ecosystems has the potential to cause a major
environmental crisis, with a loss of biodiversity and
damage to nature representing major risks. Aquatic
animals have developed specific mechanisms to
protect themselves from these pollutants, and these
can serve as indicators of environmental alterations.
Furthermore, studying the defense systems of aquatic
animals can aid in understanding the adaptations of
animals that have become partially or fully adapted to
non-aquatic environments. Additionally, studying the
biological responses and mechanisms of aquatic
organisms that interact with the external environment
can provide additional information regarding the
complex defense systems of higher vertebrates such as
mammals.  In conclusion, this Special Issue aims to
collect data that highlight the evolution of the defense
system in aquatic metazoans, from invertebrates to
marine mammals. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
A major strength of biological science is the diversity of
approaches that biological scientists apply to their
research problems. Biology reflects this diversity and
brings together studies employing the varied
experimental and theoretical approaches that are
fueling biological discovery. Biology, the journal, is a fully
peer-reviewed publication with a rapid and economical
route to open access publication and is listed on
PubMed. All articles are peer-reviewed and the editorial
focus is on determining that the work is scientifically
sound rather than trying to predict its future impact.
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Journal Rank:
JCR - Q1 (Biology) / CiteScore - Q1 (General Agricultural
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 16.8 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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