
Special Issue
Intergroup Relations and Social
Cognition: Promoting Social
Harmony
Message from the Guest Editors
The COVID-19 pandemic has led to a rise in incidents of
intergroup conflict and violence, including a disturbing
trend of hate crimes targeting Asian Americans. This
underscores the critical importance of understanding
the dynamics of intergroup relations, i.e. interactions
between different groups influenced by
social/psychological factors, and social cognition as the
study of how people perceive and understand social
information. Research in this area can help identify the
psychological and social mechanisms that lead to
intergroup conflicts, and develop interventions to
promote social harmony and tolerance. This special
issue provides an opportunity to advance our
understanding of critical issues related to intergroup
relations and social cognition. We welcome theoretical
and/or empirical contributions from scholars across
disciplines such as psychology, sociology, anthropology,
and communication studies, on topics such as
prejudice, stereotypes, discrimination, social identity,
and intergroup communication. We also encourage
submissions on innovative ways to work towards a more
just and peaceful society for all.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
With warm greetings, it is a pleasure to invite you to
contribute a research article or comprehensive review
for consideration and publication in Behavioral
Sciences. Behavioral Sciences is an international,
scientific, open access journal providing an advanced
forum for discussions and research regarding the
intersection between psychiatry, neuroscience,
psychology, cognitive and behavioral sciences, and
behavioral biology. More information are available at:
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/behavsci. We would be
pleased to welcome you as one of our authors and have
the opportunity to consider your work for publication.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 32 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 3.6
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).

https://mdpi.com/journal/behavsci
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/behavsci

